SHEFFIELD
THEATRES

TANYA MOISEIWITSCH PLAYHOUSE THEATRE TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Introduction

Sheffield Theatres is formed of 3 theatres; the world-famous Crucible, a Sheffield landmark with a distinctive stage and a reputa-
tion for unforgettable productions, the Playhouse, an intimate, versatile space for getting even closer to the action and the
beautiful Lyceum, the gleaming traditional proscenium arch theatre that hosts the best of the UK's touring shows.

The versatile Playhouse is a box of surprises. This miniature marvel flexes from 100 to 400 seats and welcomes top treats from
the fringe, local heroes and new treasures. We stage our Sheffield-made productions here too. Intimate, but never small
scale, the space is completely transformed for each show. You'll never see this magical theatre look the same way twice.

The Crucible theatre shares some of its resources with the Playhouse and Lyceum theatres, separate technical specifications are

available for the other theatres
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Most of the equipment listed within this document are solely for use in the Crucible theatre, exemptions to this are listed in the
relevant section. Sheffield theatres will always try to maximise efficiency of resources by moving equipment between venues
when possible, separate technical specifications are available for the Playhouse & Lyceum theatres
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General information & Backstage security

Sheffield Theatres

Theatre Access & Security

Anyone entering the building will be required to enter via stage door and sign in with reception staff who will ensure that some-
one shows you into the building. The Crucible theatre has keycode access between all FOH and backstage areas, a code
will be supplied if required

Loading Into the Theatre

The main get in doors are situated on Norfolk Street next to the stage door. Access is via a roller shutter door into a loading bay
with level access for wagons to stage height. The loading bay leads into a scene dock which is shared with the main theatre
and is used for storage so can be a busy area, for smaller shows there is a a double fire exit door (approx. 1.7m wide x
1.9m high) leading straight into the Playhouse space that may be easier to use. The roller shutter into the scene dock has
an open size of 2.6m x 3.5m high, the main door onto stage is 2.2m x 1.9m high

The Playhouse scene dock area is used for storage by Sheffield theatres including seating blocks, access equipment & stock
masking if you think that your show will require extra storage space outside of the stage area please discuss your require-
ments before arrival.

The loading bay is used for deliveries for all areas of the Crucible and therefor parking is not allowed once your show has been
loaded in to the theatre, theatre staff can recommend alternative parking within the city centre if required

Access Performances

Almost all shows at Sheffield theatres will have captioned, audio described and signed performances scheduled at some point
during the run, shows should consider from the start how this might impact on their production and make adequate changes
where appropriate to ensure we deliver these services. Sheffield theatres staff will be able to help you with our standard set
up for these and will discuss how these impact your show

Wi-Fi

Sheffield theatres has open wi-fi access throughout backstage and FOH areas, there is a separate wifi network in the auditori-
um, a password is available on request

T

lans

We have many drawings available of the Playhouse theatre in both CAD, PDF or paper form, you should have received our
base plan showing the stage & auditorium with this document, other drawings are available showing some areas in more
detail if required, please contact us to discuss you requirements.
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Staff & Contacts

To ensure that that technical riders for visiting productions reach all of the correct departments pleases send to

technical@sheffieldtheatres.co.uk

For general non box office enquiries please contact stage door (Switchboard) who will put you in touch with the relevant person.
Address: Crucible Theatre, 55 Norfolk Street, Sheffield, S1 1DA
Switchboard: 0114 201 5999

Box Office: 0114 201 6000

For technical enquiries about visiting productions please contact the head of Stage, sound & lighting

For enquiries about Sheffield theatres productions please contact the resident production manager

Job Title

Nick Trueman Technical director n.trueman@sheffieldtheatres.co.uk

Gary Longfield Technical manager g.longfield@sheffieldtheatres.co.uk 07971 854 634
Rhys Carl Head of Stage r.carl@sheffieldthesatres.co.uk 0114 201 3905
Neale Franklin Head of Lighting n.franklin@sheffieldtheatres.co.uk 0114 201 3826
Nick Greenhill Head of Sound & Video n.greenhill@sheffieldtheatres.co.uk 0114 201 3805

Stephanie Balmforth ~ Resident production manager s.balmforth@sheffieldtheatres.co.uk 07432 787 665

Laura Bloor Programmer |.bloor@sheffieldtheatres.co.uk 0114 201 3814
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Health & Safety

Below is a brief summary of some important health & Safety guidelines, further detailed information on Sheffield Theatres Health & Safety poli-
cies will given on arrival to the theatre

Fire safety

Evacuation—If there is a planned fire alarm test during your visit stage door staff will let you know on arrival, at all times if you hear a fire alarm
siren please leave by your nearest fire exit and congregate on Tudor square in front of the building

Fire Exits—Access to fire exits must be maintained at all times. No items can be stored in corridors or on routes to fire exits at any time
First Aid
If you require first aid stage door staff will be able to help you or find a designated first aider

Accident & Near Misses

All accidents and near misses must be reported to a member of staff and the relevant forms filled in to try to minimise the risk of future occur-
rences
PE

At all times during fit ups and get outs the Crucible operates a 3 point PPE policy for anyone on stage or within the auditorium. Anyone in these
areas must wear a high viz vest, hard hat and steel toe capped boots. There are no exceptions to this rule, the person in charge of the fit
up will let people know when it is safe to remove these.

Electrical Items
All Electrical items brought into the theatre must be comply with current regulations and be in good working order

Smoking, alcohol & drugs

Sheffield Theatres operates a zero tolerance policy towards drugs and alcohol, anyone working in the building must not be under the influence
of alcohol or drugs, anyone thought to be under the influence will be asked to leave the premises for the safety of everyonein the work-
place. Smoking including e-cigarettes is not allowed anywhere in the workplace.

Weights & SWL

All rigging equipment brought into Sheffield Theatres must comply with LOLER regulations and have a SWL stamped onto it., motors and lifting
equipment must have a current examination certificate available on request. All scenic items must have their weight written on them to
make sure that we operate safe manual handling procedures

Smoke, Haze & Effects

All smoke fluids used must be proprietary brands and have no adverse health effects through normal use, they need to be approved by local
authorities and meet the standards of internationally recognised entertainment associations such as PLASA & ESTA.

Where practicable, frequency rates for strobes and fast changing video images should be plotted to remain outside the most higher risk range of
4 - 60 Hertz to reduce the likelihood of an episode, however some lighting or video effects sequences of a random nature may still be within
this range.

Any proposed pyrotechnics and gas bottles must be stored in our designated storage areas
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Health & Safety

Hot works

The use of any grinders, welders etc will require you to fill in a hot works permit and discuss the risks with theatre staff before
you start, welding is to be avoided as far as possible due to the hazardous nature of the fumes produced.

Grid access during performances

Nobody is are allowed in the grid during performance times, only inducted staff may use the grid at any other time
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Important considerations when using the Playhouse Theatre

Sightlines

Sheffield Theatres policy is that all seats should have a good view and customer enjoyment and satisfaction shouldn't be com-
promised by siting on the sides of the auditorium, consideration for this should be made when deciding on your set layout

Flying
Only light weight loads can be flown from the Playhouse theatre grid by fixing to eye bolts in the ceiling,
Entrances

There is only 1 main cast entrance into the Playhouse theatre via a corridor from the scene dock next to the audience entrance,
all other entrances are fire exits, the dock door should remain closed during performances to avoid noise transfer to and
from the main theatre

Obstructions

There are various panels, ducting and pipes around the auditorium walls. Please ensure that all set is clear of this and that any
exits allow enough room for people to get past these obstructions. There is only limited height under the first and second
tiers in the Playhouse theatre

Operating position

The Playhouse control room does not have a clear view of the stage area and is soundproofed. There is an option to operate
from the second tier of the Playhouse by removing some of the seating, this should be decided in advance of the show go-
ing on sale as it will reduce the audience capacity

Auditorium layout

The Playhouse theatre has 3 main configurations available with its flexible seating blocks, the main formats are listed below.
The format for your show should have been decided at contract stage as this affects the box office capacity

Capacities listed below assume that the corner wedges are in place, if these are removed it would reduce the capacity by 16 per
wedge

In the round (4 sides) - 389
Thrust format (3 sides) - 242
End on (2 sides) - 148

Traverse -

The Playhouse dock only has enough space to store 2 seating block, any other unused seating will have to be stored in the
space under Tier 1, consideration to leave exit routes clear should be made
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Seating Configurations
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Seating Configurations
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Stage & Grid

The Playhouse theatre is formed of removable seating blocks on the ground level with 2 tiers of fixed seating above
Vom entrances can be created in the seating blocks by removing the corner sections.

The Playhouse theatre floor is a skin ply surface on top of 18mm ply which rests on a concrete floor

Measurement summary

The details below are meant as a guide, accurate measurement should be taken from the CAD plans supplied with this docu-
ment and checked on site

Performing area in the round 5m Square, must have 1.05m all around for emergency egress
Grid Height 5.8m to underside of grid, varies

Height under tier 1 2.03m

Height to under tier 2 4.35m

Playhouse Grid

The Playhouse grid is made up of a series of catwalks for access and general rigging, heavy items should only be suspended
from the ring bolts in the ceiling.

Lanterns should be placed to point through the holes in the grid and not through the walkways

There is a safe working load on the grid of 73kg per m2, the ceiling ring bolts have a SWL of 113kg
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Staging, Ladder & rigging stock

Steeldeck Rosta
All Steeldeck rostra is shared with the main theatre, please check for availability

We have a small selection of legs and adjustable feet available for these decks as well as treads and handrails, please discuss
your requirements

23 - x4’

3 - 4x4

4 - 4 x4 Triangle

5 -6x4

2 -8x2

We also have a few other custom rostra that may be useful, please enquire if you want something that isn't on the above list

Loose Rigging

The Crucible has a large stock of loose rigging equipment such as clamps, steels and spansets, please discuss your require-
ments

Ladders & Access equipment

*All shared with the main theatre

1 - Genie AWP-30S static vertical lift
2 - Scaffold towers—Check sizes

1 - 14 Rung Zarges skymaster ladder
2 - 12 Rung Zarges skymaster ladder
1 - 10 Rung Zarges skymaster ladder
2 - 8 Rung Zarges skymaster ladder

Various small A-Frame step ladders
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Masking stock

The Playhouse theatre has full black masking on a track that covers the 2 open sides when in a 2 sided seating configuration,
the additional masking below is shared with the Main Crucible theatre, please check availability

Full Black Masking

2 - Pleated half tabs 6m x 6m

2 - Flat half tabs with painted city scape on reverse

Borders

1.6m x 10.6m BDR
1.9m x 12.8m BDR
2m x 10.75 BDR
2.2m x 8.2m BDR
2.2x8.7m BDR
3.1m x 7.2m BDR
3.2m x 10m BDR
4.8m x 10.1m BDR

Assorted Truss BDRS

Legs

Pair of 7m x 4.3 Legs/Half Tab
Pair of 7.5m x 2 Legs
Pair of 8m x 2m Legs
Pair of 8m x 3m Legs
Pair of 6.5 x 3m Legs

Pair of 6.5 x 3m Legs
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Power & General lighting

Grid power panel

63A 3 phase supply breaking out to -

1 x 63A 3phase cee form MCB protected
1 x 32A 3 phase Cee form MCB protected

1 x 16A 3 phase Cee form MCB protected

Sound Power
1 x 32A ceefrom USC

Clean earth ring main around the stage and grid

General power

13A ring main around stage, grid & auditorium
16A Cee From utility supply, switched off except for performance times for show specific equipment

Separately switchable blues lights for performance purposes
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Stage Lighting - Control & Lanterns

Control
158 — 3K ETC sensor dimmers
26 — 3K ETC DMX controlled Non-Dim circuits

1- ETC ION 1024 Channel main console Ethernet linked to dimmers and outputting 2 string of DMX patchable around the
auditorium

1—ETC NET 3 4 port gateway outputting 4 strings of DMX

LANTERNS

Profiles

5 — Source 4 15° - 30° 750w
20— Source 4 25° - 50° 750w

18 — Silhouette 30° 1000w

4 — Minuette 21° - 36° 650w *All 500/650W lanterns are shared with the Main Theatre,
please check availability

4 — Patt 23 500w

Fresnel’s

*All Fresnel’s have barndoors fitted

6 — Starlette F 2000w

8 — ADF F101 1200w

18 — Starlette F 1000w

8 = Minuette F 650w *All 500/650W lanterns are shared with the Main theatre,

4 Patt 123 500w please check availability

6 — Minuette PC 650w
Pars & Floods

20 — 240v Par 64 CP62

The Crucible theatre also owns a large amount of other equipment that may be available for your production depending upon
the requirements of other shows in the theatre at the time, please ask the lighting department for more information
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Sound - Mixing & Playback

Mixing & Playback

Yamaha MG16XU 16ch Mixing Desk
Yamaha QL1

Macbook pro with Qlab v.5

FOH Speakers

4x d&b Y10P Loudspeakers
2x d&b B6 Sub Bass

8x JBL Control 1 Loudspeakers — As a surround system

FX Speakers & Amplifiers

2x d&b D20 Amplifiers
2x Yamaha P5000s Amplifier
2x Yamaha P3500s Amplifiers

2x Yamaha P2500s Amplifiers

The Crucible theatre also owns a large amount of other equipment and musical instruments that ay be available depending upon
the requirements of other shows in the theatre, please check your requirements with the sound department
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Sound - Communications & access equipment

Communications equipment

Canford tecpro 2 channel cans system
25 channel g-lite desk positionable in the auditorium, top tier operating position or control room
Video monitoring is available in the Playhouse dock area and for late comers FOH

There is a comprehensive audio show relay network around the building

Access Equipment

We have infra red radiators in all 4 corners of the Playhouse theatre for the hard of hearing, we also offer audio described per-
formances through this system for some productions .

We have access to caption screens that may be used for captioned performances.
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Shared Facilities & Dressing Rooms

As the crucible houses 2 theatres within 1 building there are some facilities which are used by both theatres, please check your
requirements before your visit. Shared facilities include

Band room

Rehearsal space available for hire
Green room

Prop. kitchen with fridge

Wardrobe maintenance room with washer, drier, iron and ironing board, there is no facility to plumb in additional washing
machines

Dressing Rooms

Dressing rooms will be allocated by the resident company manager dependant on requirements between the 2 theatres, the
Playhouse theatre dressing rooms are not wheelchair accessible so if you have any specific access needs please call us to
discuss

2 x Communal Rooms accommodating up to 8 in each separate shower and 2 toilets
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Location & Transport

Loading Into the Theatre

The Crucible is located in the centre of Sheffield within a busy public square. No parking on site including Tudor square
unless special permits have been issued by Sheffield City Council (All loading and unloading is to be scheduled and
agreed prior to attending site) . Any unscheduled or late deliveries may be turned away. Moving vehicles in the public

square must be accompanied by a banks man.

The main get in doors are situated on Norfolk Street next to the stage door. Access is via a roller shutter door into a loading
bay with level access for wagons to stage height. Once in the loading bay there is a slight dog leg between the loading
bay and the scene dock which lead onto stage, this can limit the size of long items of scenery. The roller shutter into
the scene dock has an open size off 2.6m x 3.5m high, the main door onto stage is 2.4m x 3.8m high

The scene dock area is used for storage by Sheffield theatres, if you think that your show will require extra storage space
outside of the stage area please discuss your requirements before arrival.

The loading bay is used for deliveries for all areas of the Crucible and therefor parking is not allowed once your show has
been loaded in to the theatre, theatre staff can recommend alternative parking within the city centre if required

Food & Drink

The Crucible theatre has a café FOH that is open to the public and visitors, there is also a greenroom which has tea and
coffee making facilities. The Crucible is situated within the city centre and is surrounded by a variety of other outlets for

refreshments.

Getting to the theatre

Car

There is an NCP carpark next to the Crucible theatre however Sheffield Theatres works in partnership with Q-Park just
a short walk along Arundle gate from the theatre

Train
We are 5-10 minutes’ walk from the train station and the transport interchange nearby. Leave the train station, cross
the road and walk straight up Howard Street, by Sheffield Hallam University. Cross over Arundel Gate at the pedestri-
an crossing and Millennium Galleries is in front of you. Walk up the obvious ramp to the right of the gallery entrance
and continue along Surrey Street until Tudor Square and the theatres appear on your right

Bus & Tram

The nearest bus stops are on Arundel Gate (50m) and High Street (300m). We are also close by to Sheffield Inter-
change. To plan your journey please visit www.travelsouthyorkshire.com

Tram and Park & Ride options

There are two Supertram Stops in close proximity to the Theatres; Castle Square and Cathedral (400m). Plan your
journey here. There are also numerous park and ride options for the Tram, to see where you could park and ride
please go to www.travelsouthyorkshire.com
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